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The Manifestation of Truth 
By Linda Rex 

 
March 2, 2026, Transfiguration Sunday—On this Sunday, we reach the end of the season of 
Epiphany, and enter into the season of preparation for Easter. As we consider the epiphany of the 
season of Epiphany, so to speak, we reflect upon that dramatic revelation of Jesus Christ which 
occurred at his transfiguration.  
 
Our New Testament passage, 2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2, is the apostle Paul’s message to the 
believers in Corinth, which includes a strong encouragement to stay focused on Jesus Christ. 
Paul’s purpose was to help the believers remain faithful in their life in Christ, and not get swept 
away into spiritual blindness. Apart from the revelation of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, these 
believers would be unable to properly read and understand the Old Testament scriptures. He did 
not want them to go back into slavery to the law, but to live in the freedom that was theirs in 
Jesus Christ, because the law was written on their hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Drawing upon the teachings of Moses, the apostle Paul noted that Moses himself, when he met 
with God, would come away with a glow on his face that frightened Aaron and the people of 
ancient Israel. So, for their sake, he would cover his face with a veil, preventing them from 
seeing this glow and how it would eventually dissipate. Moses did not create this glow, neither 
could he get rid of it. His reflection of the divine glory came about simply because he spent time 
with God, listening to him, and growing in his relationship with him. But it was something that 
came and went—it did not stay. And it was not something he was in control over, either. He 
simply participated, and covered his face for the sake of those around him (Exodus 34:29–35). 
 
In contrast, we see the Son of God, Jesus Christ, on the mountain with Peter, James, and John, 
being transfigured—as though this was his natural state of being, only it was hidden. How 
astonishing it must have been for these three disciples to see their companion and teacher 
suddenly glowing with divine glory, and speaking to Elijah and Moses, who had been dead for 
centuries. What all did this mean? How were they to respond to this? Peter suggested building 
tents for them to stay in—but that obviously was not the answer. Jesus’ heavenly Father certain 
had a preference for what they were to do: they were to listen to Jesus, for he was the beloved 
Son of the Father, the Chosen One (Luke 9:28–36). 
 
Just consider the manifestation of the truth which took place in Jesus Christ. Jesus taught that he 
was “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). As God in human flesh, we find the truth of 
who we are as God’s creatures in Jesus Christ. Humans were created to reflect the image of God 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And Jesus is the only true reflection of God’s nature and way of 
being. He was filled with and led by the Holy Spirit from conception, and he always lived in 
right relationship with his heavenly Father in the Spirit. If we want to know what it looks like to 
be truly human—we look at Jesus Christ.  
 
What Jesus Christ did by living, dying, and rising again, is only significant because of who he 
is—God in human flesh. The transfiguration was a profound revelation of the truth of who Jesus 
is and was. What was hidden within his human frame suddenly shone out in radiant brightness. 
The limits of human time were suspended as he communicated with those who went before. And 
he heard the voice of his heavenly Father addressing him with great affection and affirmation. 
What Peter, James, and John witnessed in the transfiguration had to have wholly overthrown all 
of their previous concepts of who Jesus was. Sure, he was the Messiah, but somehow he was so 
much more than all that had previously been assumed! 
 
When Jesus died and rose again, he ascended to heaven, to his Father’s right hand, and sent the 
Holy Spirit. Now we are so blessed to have the presence of God in and with us by the Holy 
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Spirit. In many ways, we have the hidden glory that Jesus had, because we have received the 
Holy Spirit. The apostle John says that when we see Jesus when he returns in glory, that we will 
be “like him” (1 John 3:2). There is a hidden glory that is ours in Christ, given to us by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit that will be revealed one day in its fullness. As we respond to the Spirit’s 
lead and live in obedience to our heavenly Father, we begin to look more and more like Jesus 
even in this life. The truth of who we are in Christ, who God created us to be, is being manifest 
more and more as we participate more fully in our life in Christ, as we respond to the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and follow Christ wherever he leads. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, may you be fully manifest in each of us by your Spirit, for 
our Father’s glory, now and forever. Thank you for the freedom that is ours in 
Christ—freedom from evil, sin, and death, and freedom to love, serve, and obey 
you. May we live as true reflections of your glory and goodness, through Jesus 
our Lord and by your heavenly Spirit. Amen. 

 
“Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, and are not like Moses, 
who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of 
what was fading away. But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of 
the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. But to this day 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the 
veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, 
since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced 
the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, 
but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 
God.”       2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2 NASB 


